
 

 

                    BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
               URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                               MEETING MINUTES  
 
 
Date:     September 9, 2010                                                           Meeting No.: 115 
 
Project:  Pierce’s Park      Phase: Continued Schematic 
 
Location: Inner Harbor Pier 5 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Scott Rykiel, of Mahan Rykiel and Associates, presented two revised designs in response to the 
Panel’s previous comments.  Option #1 moved the two activity spaces next to one another and 
created a primary circulation path between these spaces, the Columbus Center building, and the 
parking lot.  Option #2 located the primary circulation path between the two activity spaces.  
Additionally, due to new information, the changes to the hotel drop-off and landscaping (the grid 
of trees) have been eliminated and the existing sidewalk on the north of the drop-off lined with 
trees.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel was split between the two options, with Option #2 favored by a small majority of 
members.  However, in discussions it was recommended a better option regarding circulation 
would be to strengthen the existing promenade route and connections on the west and south sides 
of the proposed park, thus eliminating a path through the park and minimizing the path between 
the park, the building, and the parking lot. This would not only allow the park spaces to become 
slightly larger but also better separate park space for passive use and children from public 
circulation, especially when the Pier 6 pavilion has concerts. Therefore a further developed 
Option #2 is recommended. Other recommendations included: 
 

1. As currently shown the two spaces are nearly the same size.  It is recommended that the 
space for smaller children become smaller and more intimate, which would allow the 
other space to become slightly larger.  This would also aid in the spatial composition and 
perception of use, since the large space would most likely be the more public space. 

2. Several Panel members liked that the two primary spaces were adjacent; however, their 
relationship and connection as shown is awkward and needs additionally study. 

3. The entrances to the spaces, and the connections/paths between them, need further study.  
This will also require additional clarification as to the use of berms, garden beds, and 
trees to define the spaces and direct movement. 

 
Additionally, while the Panel appreciates the care and thought given the design of the park, 
especially how the public paths and the adjacent parking lot are treated, members feel that a 
larger plan is needed for Piers 5 and 6.  East of the park the definition of the public walkways is 



 

 

lost, with the feeling that people are walking in between and among parking lots.  Panel members 
would encourage the City to use the park as a catalyst for other improvements to an important 
connection between the Inner Harbor, Little Italy, and Harbor East. 
 
Finally, the Panel would like to see more detailed information about lighting and signage as well 
as material samples for site furniture, plants and tree, walkways, etc. at the next presentation. 
 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
Schematic approval with comments. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Attending: 
 
Scott Rykiel – Mahan Rykiel  
Laurie Schwartz – Waterfront Partnership 
Kumasi Vines – Mayor’s Office 
Ed Gunts – Sunpapers 
Jay Brodie – BDC 
 
Ms. Eig; Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Britt and Cameron – Panel 
Tom Stosur, Gary Cole, Anthony Cataldo, Bob Quilter - Planning 
 


