
 

 

BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
                  URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                               MEETING MINUTES 
 
  
Date:    January 21, 2010                                                                      Meeting No: # 107 
Project:   University of Baltimore Law Center                                    Phase: Discussion 
 
Location: NE Corner North Charles Street and Mount Royal Avenue                                 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
The preliminary design for the University of Baltimore Law Center, to be developed on 
the State of Maryland – owned site (currently a surface parking lot) was a “courtesy” 
presentation to UDARP, for discussion only; the presentation was made by Michael 
Barber (ASG, Executive Architects) and Stefan Behnisch (Behnisch Architects). 
 
Mr. Behnisch described the site as “on the seam” between the more historic area of 
Baltimore and the larger buildings, including the AMTRAK train station, to the north of 
Mt. Royal Avenue.  He noted that the building design was “a microcosm” of a 
neighborhood (with street, various functions - - office/Library/ Teaching areas - -, etc.) 
and was intended to advance interaction and communication by the buildings users.  The 
building will have many “Sustainable” features, especially the 2-layer-glass exterior 
walls, operable windows, green roofs, sunshading devices, low energy use, etc.  The 
atrium will feature stair connections between all floors.  The structure is predominately 
poured – in-place concrete; exposed concrete columns are round.  Exterior color is 
“monochromatic” with varying glass color related to the incorporation of frits.  The north 
plaza includes a sunken garden with a water feature. 
 
COMMENTS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel was unanimously enthusiastic regarding the innovative and sustainable 
qualities of the design shown. 
 
Areas suggested for further study are: 
 

• Exterior colors, considering the particular character of the light in this region, and 
textures of the solid wall areas. 

• Detailing of the areas where the building meets the ground. 
• Inclusion of food service space (Café’, coffee bar, etc.) adjacent to the northwest 

corner plaza, to be visible from Charles Street. 
• Detailing of the “intersections” of the several “building blocks” in the 

composition. 
• Planting on the Terraces. 



 

 

• Detailing of parapets, edges that “cap” the several “building blocks” in the 
composition. 

 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
Discussion purposes only. 
       
 
 Attending: 
 
                        Stefan Behnisch, Matt Noblett, Andrea Crumbaum – Behnisch  
                             Architekten 
                        Robert Bogomolny, Steve Cassard, Susan Schubert, Neb Sertsu – UB 
                        Michael Barber – ASG 
                        Ron Kreitner – Westside Renaissance 
                        Latoya Staten – DPOB 
                        Ed Gunts – The Sun 
                        Jay Brodie, Paul Dombrowski, Ben Stone – BDC 

 
Ms. Eig, Messrs. Bowden, Britt, Cameron, Ramberg – Panel  
Tom Stosur, Wolde Ararsa, Alex Hoffman, Anthony Cataldo, Bob Quilter       
     Planning 
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