
 

 

               BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
         URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                          MEETING MINUTES 
                                              
                           (AMENDED March 2, 2009, April 16, 2009) 
 
 
Date:_February 26, 2009_________________________________Meeting No:_94___ 
 
Project:  Saratoga Street Residential and Automated Garage      Phase:  Revised Final 
 
Location:_18 West Saratoga Street__________________________________________ 
 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Robert Quilter, Planning, provided a brief introduction to this controversial mixed-use 
project. He identified the latest reduction in height in response to the Panel’s 
recommendations of the meeting on January 29, 2009.  This now establishes a building 
eighty (80’) feet high, measured from the mean grade of Saratoga Street and a just-below 
seventy (70’) high garage on Pleasant Street.  The program now consists of 19 residential 
units and 344 automated parking spaces. 
 
Following the above, Peter Fillat, Architect, with the aid of several models, presented an 
excellent history of the project extending over the past five years. Although the project 
continues to elicit strong community opposition, the background presentation provided 
testimony of the architect’s and developer’s efforts to consider the Panel’s past comments 
and the City’s directives to develop a quality project. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel expressed its appreciation for the background presentation.  It is critical that 
the process of reviews and the design development of this project be understood by all 
concerned – the Panel, city agencies and community representatives. 
 
The Panel then commented as follows: 
 

1. The reduction in height was applauded by the Panel.  As a result there is now an 
acceptance of the massing and siting of this project by the Panel. 

 
2. The Panel appeared divided relative to the material and pattern of the exterior 

cladding of the garage.  Most members expressed concern about the color of both 
this material and the sunscreen , expressing a preference for a warmer colors and 
a less brilliant color than the white or aluminum proposed. 



 

 

 
3. Several members of the Panel strongly urged that the garage exterior be 

developed in brick with a regular rhythm of openings similar to the window 
treatment of the Rectory. 

 
4. Relative to the exterior wall surface of the garage entry, the Panel expressed a 

preference for a rougher surface treatment. 
 

5. The appropriateness of the glass railing on the residential volume was questioned 
by some Panel members suggesting that a treatment similar to the sun-screen 
would be more consistent. 

 
Following comments by members of the Panel, guests in the audience were again invited 
to comment.  The community opposition to the project was again exemplified by the 
numerous electronic communications forwarded to both the Planning Department as well 
as to the Panel members. The list of individuals speaking in opposition to the project, 
included among others,  Messrs Matthew Kimball, Preservation Maryland;  Frank Gant, 
Architect; Fred Craig, OSP Vestry; Rob Hendrickson; Ed Scott, Kline Scott Visco; and 
Ms. Pat Alexander.  Bob Aydukovic, of the Downtown Partnership, spoke strongly in 
support of the project. 
 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
In summary, the Panel approves the massing and siting of this project, but withholds 
approval of the exterior material of the garage and the colors proposed for the exterior 
elements, including the sun-screen. 
 
NEXT STEP: 
 
Planning Staff will work with the development team to complete the design review 
process utilizing the aforementioned comments and recommendations of the Panel. 
 
Attending: 
David Hillman – Southern Management Corporation 
Peter Fillat, Basil Rousos, Kevin Rosecroft - Peter Fillat Architects  
Courtney Capute – Venable 
Fred Craig, Joan Craig – Old Saint Paul’s Vestry 
Rob Ross Hendrickson – Boyd Benson & Hendrickson 
Matthew L. Kimball, Tom Spencer, Priscilla Carroll – Preservation Maryland 
Alek Shubin – 330 North Charles Street Professional Building 
Frank Gant – GBA Architects 
Pat Alexander – 13 West Mulberry Street Resident 
Ed Scott – Kline Scott Visco 
Robert Embry – Abell Foundation 
Ed Gunts, Jacques Kelly – The Sun 
Kirby Fowler, Bob Aydukovic – Downtown Partnership 
Jay Brodie, Paul Dombrowski – BDC 
 



 

 

Ms. Eig; Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Britt, Cameron and Schack – Panel 
Tom Stosur, Gary Cole, Kathleen Kotarba, Brigitte Fessenden, Wolde Ararsa, Alex Hoffman, 
Martin French, Liam Davis, Duncan Stuart, Bob Quilter – Department of Planning  
 
 
 


