
 

 

BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
 

URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 

MINUTES 
 
 
Date:  August 21, 2008 Meeting No.:  85 
 
Project:  Washington Hill PUD Phase: Revised Master Plan 
 
Location:  Wolfe/Washington/Orleans/Baltimore Streets 
 
 
PRESENTATION:  
 
JBL Gateway, developer, and J Davis Architects, presented a revised plan for mixed use 
development of this existing PUD site including 440 housing units, 680 parking spaces and 
30,000 sq ft of retail including a community grocery store.  This development would occur on 
the two southern parcels (A and B) of the three parcel PUD area.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
Members of the Panel commented as follows: 

1. To recognize the project as a 2 block project and in so doing express curiosity about 
an alternative scheme that would continue Fairmount Avenue without interruption.  Is 
a clear right-of-way without the stair possible? 

2. To request activation of Baltimore and Fayette Streets with entrances et cetera as on 
Washington and Wolfe Streets. 

3. To question garage issues of ventilation and lighting.  Lowering the garage roof as 
much as possible would be a benefit. 

4. To see the variety of housing types and attention to street elevations as encouraging. 
5. To recommend access to blocks of flats on its sides from the Fairmount grand 

stairway. 
6. To see the scheme as a good start. 
7. To recommend particular attention to the Baltimore Street façade.  Baltimore Street is 

an especially important street connecting and running through the city as a whole. 
8. To suggest re-study of the courtyard and entrances shown at the west end of the 

Fairmount R-O-W. 
9. To express doubt about the cut-off corner shown on the grocery store at Fayette and 

Wolfe Streets. 
 
Community representatives commented on the proposal as follows: 

1. To advocate for a continuous run of Fairmount Street through this project. 
2. To support interruption of vehicular traffic on Fairmount, but to argue for a wider 

pedestrian right-of-way. 
3. To question the scale relationship between existing and proposed units on Washington 

Street. 



 

 

4. To recommend sufficient parking for all residents in the garage without counting street 
parking spaces. 

 
 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
The Panel would like to review revisions to the master plan and a schematic architectural 
design with attention to the comments above at the next presentation. 
 
 
Attending: 
 
David Holmes – Capital Development 
Ron Plichta, Brian Dusek, Gary Plichta – JLB 
Jeff Davis, Brian King, Tarek Farid - JDA 
Susan Williams – STV. Inc. 
Stanley Fine, Caroline Hecker – RMG 
Molly Buckheit – GBC 
Andrew Cannarsa – Baltimore Examiner 
Barry Glassman – President, Butchers Hill 
Kingi Scott - Executive Director, Citizens for Washington Hill 
Carolyn Boitnott - Butchers Hill Resident 
 
Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack, Britt and Cameron – Panel 
Jill Lemke, Bob Quilter - Planning 


