
 

 

 
 
           BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
 
     URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                      MEETING MINUTES 
 
 
Date:_August 21, 2008_____________________________________Meeting No:_85__ 
 
Project:  Canton Crossing Master Plan /Retail Development  Phase: Con’t Master Plan 
 
Location:_Canton Crossing PUD____________________________________________ 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Following an introduction by James Heller, President of KA Architectecture, Brian 
Bernstein, Landscape Architect with KA Architecture, provided an overview of the 
revised master plan for Canton Crossing. Although references were made to the Panel’s 
previous comments from the introductory meeting on July 24, it appeared that the 
modifications presented were minimal. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel understands that some of its concerns, such as the future residential towers and 
the development at Boston and Clinton Streets are not the responsibility of KA 
Architecture. In this respect, the new configuration for the hotel at the latter site is most 
appreciated. However, the Panel was under the impression that its comments relative to 
the newly proposed retail development were clear and would be considered more 
seriously. 
 
The Panel feels it is necessary to stress again the following recommendations previously 
expressed on July 24: 
 
Comment #1:   Reference to the smaller free standing volumes, particularly the 
restaurant. 
Comment #3:   Reference to the pedestrian “Spine” and the need for a better defined 
pedestrian zone in front of the proposed Target store and the grocer, Harris Teeter. 
Comment #4:   Reference to the Boston Street entries from Eaton and Clinton Streets. 
 
As it appeared from statements by the development team on July 24 that further design 
development and modifications would be considered, the Panel must again articulate 
previous points, referenced to above, and additional comments from the August 21st 
meeting that hopefully will add clarity to the Panel’s recommendations as follows: 



 

 

 
1. From the beginning, the master plan for Canton Crossing was characterized by a 

pedestrian “Spine” or “Main Street”, established on the axis of the First Mariner 
tower.  The current plan fails to build on this principle and the diagonal streets 
proposed do not represent a convincing geometry.  A more urban plan would 
result with a strong grid that follows a rectilinear geometry, highlighted by 
stronger gateways at Conkling and Eaton Streets, punctuated by ”nodes” at the 
junction of these streets with the extension of the pedestrian “Spine”.  Under 
such a scheme, the area in front of the Target store and Harris Teeter might be 
treated as a real retail spine, the unhappy relationship with the garage and the 
Target entry might be resolved, as well as the alley condition between the 
garage and the Target building.  Stronger visual corridors might be developed 
from Boston Street by the development of the gateways outlined above as well 
as a future suitable terminus at the end of the pedestrian “Spine”.  A suitable 
open space of appropriate scale could be developed in generally the same area 
as in the current plan. 

 
2. In addition to the recommendations identified above, future exhibits should be 
      prepared to clearly indicate the proposed phasing for the project and the extent  
      of development that would be included in Phase 1. 
 
3. Although not reviewed specifically on August 21st, the Panel wishes to go on 
      record that it does not support the extensive marina indicated on the plan.  
 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
Continued discussion and review required. 
 
Attendance: 
Brian Gibbons, Kim Potember – Greenberg Gibbons Commercial 
Stanley Fine, Caroline Hecker – RMG 
James Heller, Brian Bernstein – KA Architecture 
Duane Rhine – Hale Properties 
Philip Der – WBCM 
Carolyn Boitnott – Waterfront Coalition 
Ed Gunts – Sunpapers 
Andrew Cannarsa – Baltimore Examiner 
Molly Buckheit – GBC 
 
Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack, Britt and Cameron – Panel 
Gary Cole, Natasha Poole, Wolde Ararsa, Jill Lemke, Bob Quilter - Planning 

 
 


