
 

 

BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

Date: February 28, 2008                                  Meeting No: 76 
 
Project:   Sinai/Levindale PUD Expansion                              Phase:  Introduction 
 
Location: Pimlico/Northern Parkway 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Tim Barnhill of Hord Coplan Macht Architects, representing Lifebridge Developement, 
described elements of the overall PUD development master plan which incorporates the 
properties of Sinai Hospital and the adjacent Levindale senior-care facility. In addition to the 
expansion of the PUD properties other recommendations include: the privatization of 
Belvedere Avenue to slow traffic and create a stronger sense of identity; proposals for a 2 ½  
level parking garage at the main corner of the Sinai property as well as a multilevel parking 
garage on the Levindale property; proposals for a major new Childrens’ Hospital Tower at 
Sinai and a 2 tower expansion of the nursing facility (similar to the new, more intimate 
“Green House” concept) as well as a new professional medical office building on the 
Levindale property. The proposal also included the incorporation of a small parcel of city–
owned property along Northern Parkway. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The panel felt that there was merit to casting the project as one “campus” and addressing a 
stronger sense of overall identity, although it questioned whether familiar elements of a 
“campus” environment were missing from the land planning concepts. Additionally the 
following recommendations were offered: 

A. Privatization of Belvedere Avenue – the Panel agreed with the overall goals of 
improving the nature and appearance of the street, providing a unifying identity 
and slowing traffic but recommended that the street not be closed to the public. 
Additionally, it was felt that very little effort had been proposed to reinforce the 
new importance of this street. 

B. Sinai Parking Garage – it was concerned about the mass and treatment of the 
proposed garage wall and requested more study including the incorporation of a 
landscape architect to the design team. 

C. Edges – it was concerned that insufficient attention has been given to the design 
of the edges of the PUD properties where they interface with other properties and 
precincts. This might include a consistent concept of building setback or 
landscape screening along Northern Parkway. The location of the proposed 
Levindale garage was cited as perhaps being precariously close to Northern 
Parkway as compared to the generous buffers and setbacks of the Sinai portions. 



 

 

D. Childrens’ Hospital Addition – Concern was voiced regarding the impact of 
apparent height and mass of this building implied in the renderings and 
perspective drawings. More study is needed. 

E. General – There was considerable discussion of the implications of a “campus 
plan” including hierarchical open space, focus, pedestrian/automobile and service 
systems, as well as a sense of “place” that the current plan does not pursue. 
Diagrams illustrating appropriate circulation and design concepts should be 
presented at the next meeting. 

 
PANEL ACTION: 
Discussion and introduction only, no action taken. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________---------------_ 

 
Attending: 
 
Tim Barnhill, Tarek Saleh, John Harris, Josh Kilrain, Julie Higgins - Hord Coplan Macht 
Architects 
Barbara Gilbert – Lifebridge 
John D’Epagnier, Kevin Anderson – RK&K 
Jay Brodie – BDC 
 
Ms. Eig; Messrs. Bowden, Britt, Cameron, Ramberg and Schack – Panel 
Doug McCoach, Sara Paranilam, Bob Quilter - Planning 
 
 
 
 


