
 

 

                    BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
 
               URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                               MEETING MINUTES  
 
Date:     November 8, 2007                                                                   Meeting No.: 70 
 
Project:  Sheraton Four Points          Phase: Introduction 
 
Location: 25 South Calvert Street 
 
PRESENTATION: 
Robert Rosenfelt, engineer with Colbert Matz Rosenfelt, introduced the proposed hotel 
project, which will replace existing buildings located at the NE corner of S. Calvert Street 
and Water Street.  Mr. Rosenfelt described the building’s siting and associated streetscape.  
Scott Greenberg, architect with Gordon & Greenberg, presented the design of the building, 
which will be 13 stories with the entrance on Water Street.  The exterior of the building 
would consist of a taut glass and aluminum façade with brick on the lower 7 floors.  
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
Given the preliminary nature of the discussion, the Panel was disappointed that the design 
team failed to provide adequate information about the context of the building, specifically 
images of adjacent buildings, site plan of a wider area showing building footprints, or a 
simple massing model.  Given the location of the building, and the proposed massing and 
skin treatment, it is critical for the Panel to have an understanding of the urban design context 
for the design of the hotel.  At the next presentation, photos of surrounding buildings, a site 
plan showing a wider context, elevations that include adjacent buildings, and a massing 
model (digital or actual) are needed along with the various plans and elevations of the hotel. 

Other comments include: 

1. Several Panel members thought that the building had a strong idea regarding its 
massing and sleek treatment, but that the execution of the elevations created a wall 
paper effect that was busy and diminished what could be a strong design.  
Simplifying the elevation, both in materials and window treatment, was 
recommended, especially the brick, which seemed to have marginal relationship to 
adjacent buildings or to the hotel itself.  While Panel members suggest a more 
‘modern’ building (meaning it doesn’t need to try and mimic adjacent materials or 
elements) they also caution that a building of this nature needs to be finely detailed 
with good materials and proportions. 

2. A stronger base and top are needed, including the entrance to the building.  
Additional thought should be given to the pointed screen at the top of the round 
corner; although the shape could work several Panel members questioned its screen 
quality versus a solid top. 



 

 

3. Regarding the corner, further study should be given to its shape and relationship to 
the flat facades.  Also, further study should be given to the fenestration pattern – 
possibly a vertical pattern to contrast with the more horizontal pattern of the Calvert 
Street and Water Street facades.  Also, it was questioned as to whether the Calvert 
Street and Water Street facades needed to be treated the same. 

4. More study is needed of the north and east facing facades.  These seem an 
afterthought but will be very visible. 

5. Further study is needed as to how the building turns its corners, especially at the 
northwest and southeast corners. 

6. A more uniform street tree planting is desired; the current placement seems 
haphazard.  If there are limitations to a uniform treatment, then other types of planting 
should be studied to create an inviting pedestrian experience. 

 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
No approval needed – for introduction only. 
 
Attending: 
Ronak Patel – Allstar Management 
Bob Rosenfelt, Carla Ryon – Colbert Matz Rosenfelt, Inc. 
Scott Greenberg – Gordon & Greenberg Architects 
Colin Tarbert – BDC 
 
Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack, Cameron and Britt – Panel 
Doug McCoach, Theo Ngongang, Bob Quilter - Planning 


