
 

 

 
 
 
        BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
 
 URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                 MEETING MINUTES 
 
Date:_November 8, 2007___________________________________ Meeting No: 70__ 
 
Project:  Four Seasons/Legg Mason Project                                          Phase:  Final 
 
Location:_Aliceanna Street/President Street/Promenade__________________________ 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Michael Beatty, of H&S Development, described modifications, simplifications and 
improvements made to this project in response to previous panel comments. Architect 
Steve Fotiu and Landscape Architect Richard Jones followed with complete presentations. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
Members of the Panel commented as follows: 
 

1. To express interest in seeing the materials proposed, possibly in a mock-up test 
panel, on site in the outside light. What is proposed might seem too cool, too grey – 
although it appears sophisticated and perhaps convincing. 

2. To question aspects of the “lantern” elements.  Should they appear to sit above the 
continuous base of the project? 

3. To question the “armadillo” sculpture.  It seems like it might be less attractive to 
skate boarders, but possibly still more than desirable. 

4. To express doubts about the canopy proposed at the edge of the promenade.  It 
seems too complicated and too much of a visual banner to a great view. 

5. To recommend a stone curb at the base of the metal glass lanterns. 
6. To recommend care with the coursing of the rough stone base proposed.  It should 

not look like conventional “rustic kitchen” stone work. 
7. To see the lanterns as too squat.  They need to be more of towers, with narrower 

and/or taller proportions. The relationship between the small doors and the canopy 
high above is not convincing. 

8. To second doubts about the canopy along the promenade edge.  The previous 
“masts” seemed more promising, with more attractive lightness and playfulness.  
Regret was expressed about the loss of the lightness of spirit of the previous design. 



 

 

9. To recommend potted flower plantings or something else to relieve the elegant 
grayness proposed. 

10. To suggest that the view corridor sight line may be too blocked by the animation of 
the lantern towers, tree canopy and nine foot high sculpture. 

11. To question the projecting datum line at the principal entrances. 
12. To suggest that the lantern towers might benefit from more detail, with expression 

of structure at corners and other devices that might add visual height. 
13. To object to the way the base overlaps one lantern tower (east) to its disadvantage. 

Also, there is an odd corner of the podium at the promenade with no support.  
Could the podium be cut back half a bay to solve both of these issues? 

14. To question the pipe rail detail.  Is it too busy? 
 
 
PANEL ACTION: 
 
The Panel approves this final presentation with the understanding that comments will 
receive attention and explanation at a future on-site presentation that will also include 
signage and lighting. 
 
NOTE – THAT MEETING HAS BEEN SCHEDULED FOR 12/13 AT 1:30 pm ON-SITE. 
 
 
Attending: 
 
Michael Beatty – H&S Development Company  
Michael Ricketts – SBE&R 
Todd Harvey – Beatty-Harvey Architects  
Steve Fotiu – HKS 
Richard Jones, Brett Manvilla, Peng Gu - MRA 
Ed Gunts – Sunpapers 
Shubroto Bose  
Paul Dombrowski - BDC 
 
Ms. Eig; Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack and Britt  – Panel 
Doug McCoach, Bob Quilter - Planning 
 


