BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING

URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL

MEETING MINUTES

Date: Auqust 23, 2007 Meeting No: 66

Project: SEED School of Maryland (Redevelopment of former Southwest High School)

Location: Fonthill Avenue

PRESENTATION:

The revitalization of Southwestern High School was introduced by Sean Regan of the SEED
Foundation. He identified the Foundation’s experience in Washington D.C. and outlined the
objectives for the development of an educational campus for disadvantaged children on this
site. Following the above, Faith Nevins of Mark Thomas Architects and Lydia Kimball of
Mahan Rykiel, Landscape Architects, outlined the four approaches to accommodate the
SEED Foundation program. The intent is to retain the high school wing containing the
gym, pool, and auditorium and demolish the separate classroom wing to provide an area

for dormitories.

COMMENTS OF THE PANEL.:

While the Panel applauds the mission of the SEED Foundation and acknowledges the
need to demolish the classroom wing, the proposal as presented raised questions relative
to the scale, fenestration and materiality of the proposed dormitories. A particular
negative reaction was expressed by the Panel regarding the vehicular loop between the
dormitories and the retained high school wing and suggestions were made to reconsider
the design of this element. In summary, it appeared that while the project is well
intentioned, the design challenge of creating a somewhat unified campus of old and new
requires much further study. The Panel also suggests that the Architects familiarize
themselves with the art works that the City commissioned for this project when it was
built.

PANEL ACTION:

No formal Action / Discussion Only
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