
 

 

BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 

 

MEETING MINUTES 
 
 

Date: May 24, 2007                         Meeting No:   60 
 
Project:  Rash Field Redevelopment                      Phase: Working Session 
 
Location:  Key Highway – Inner Harbor             _______            
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Architect Steve Ziger and Landscape Architect Tom Balsley described the various 
conditions and current programmed usage accommodated at Rash Field which include a 
trapeze school, beach volleyball playing fields, the Pride Memorial, carousel, municipal 
services facility, and garden club. They also shared two alternative plans which 
additionally include a single-level 500 car underground parking facility, ticket sales 
space, interactive water play area, dog run and passive lawn area. 
 

Scheme A – The Angular Scheme, builds on the incorporation of diagonal lines 
of sight and pedestrian movements from Key Highway/ Federal Hill and involves 
a two tiered approach, terracing from the roadway to the Inner Harbor 
promenade. Another feature of this plan was the grouping of similar use groups. 
 
Scheme B  - The Orthogonal Scheme, is also tiered, and also groups similar uses 
– although in different locations than Scheme A-but has its formal basis in a 
more normal rectangular relationship with the street and the promenade. 

 
COMMENTS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel complimented the design team on the direction and goals of the project and 
offered the following comments: 
 

• Scheme A, although viewed as being the most dynamic of the two schemes by 
a majority of the panelists, also was suggested as being a bit fragmented. The 
diagonal reference to West Shore Park and vistas to the waterfront showed 
promise, however. 

• Some means of introducing light into the underground parking level, for relief 
and orientation, was suggested as a positive addition. 

• A location for the Pride Memorial, other than at Rash Field, was preferred. 
• Actual three-dimensional models would be helpful and effective tools in 

understanding the promise and differences between the two schemes.  
• A study of edges, and edge conditions was suggested. 
• More study of the particular groupings of uses, to make sure that they are 

completely compatible was discussed. 
 

PANEL ACTION: 
 
No action required, discussion and input only. 
_______________________________________________________________________       



 

 

 
Attending: 
Steve Ziger, Hugh McCormick – Ziger/Snead Architects 
Tom Balsley – Thomas Balsley Associates 
Ed Gunts  - Sunpapers  
Tony Corteal – STV 
Paul W. Robinson, Lane Berk – Federal Hill Residents 
Donnie Fair – SBIC 
Pete Little – Parking Authority  
Jay Brodie, Colin Tarbert, Shubroto Bose – BDC 
 
Ms. Dietsch; Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack, Britt and Cameron – Panel 
Brent Flickinger, Thor Nelson, Bob Quilter - Planning 
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