
 

 

BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
               URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
                                               MEETING MINUTES 
  
Date:    May 10, 2007                                                                  Meeting No:  59 
 
Project: Guilford Avenue Development Garage                Phase: Working Session  
 
Location: Guilford Avenue 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Richard Naing, President of RWN LLC Development Group presented the background and 
evolution of the project and its relationship with the adjacent buildings. Jason Shimp and Dan 
Isaacson, architects from Goettsch Partners and Kann & Associates respectively reviewed the 
detailed options for the exterior Guilford Avenue façade of the proposed parking structure. 
Although the structural design will anticipate a major high-rise residential or office building 
addition at some point in the future, only the garage phase of the project is being presented at this 
time.  Three variations of a “green screen” design approach were reviewed by the architects. 

 
COMMENTS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The panel frequently questioned the effectiveness of the ground level setbacks on both sides of 
the garage structure. The following comments were also offered: 

1. The “green screen”, as an idea, was reasonably well received although there were many 
questions about its detailed construction, cost, and its effectiveness in this climate;  

2. Considerable discussion surrounded the issue of whether the permanent or an interim 
façade treatment would be more appropriate for this first phase parking garage building.  

3. The concern was voiced that too little architectural treatment was being proposed for the 
Davis Street façade and further study of this façade was recommended; 

4. Several panelists felt that the composition of the Guilford Avenue façade appeared 
arbitrary while others felt that the footprint of the future high-rise element appeared to 
point toward more of a symmetrical composition.  

5. A more unified streetscape approach was suggested for Guilford Avenue showing a 
relationship with other proposed or existing street tree proposals; 

6. There was concern that the height of the proposed first level (as proposed) was too squat 
to adequately serve as the future entrance to a major “world-class” downtown high-rise 
building and that this relationship should be studied further. 

 
ACTION: 
No action required, discussion only 

 
Attending: 
Richard Naing, John Ginnever – RWN LLC Development Group 
Jason Shimp – Goettsch Partners 
Donald Kann, Dan Isackson, Jon G. Fisher – Kann & Associates, Architects  
Susan Williams – STV 
Ed Gunts - Sunpapers 
Paul Dombrowski, Shubroto Bose – BDC 



 

 

 
Ms. Dietsch, Messrs. Bowden, Britt, Cameron, Ramberg and Schack – Panel 
Doug McCoach, Bob Quilter, Thor Nelson, Theo Ngongang - Planning   
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