
 

 

                    BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
 
               URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                               MEETING MINUTES  
 
Date:     May 10, 2007                                                                   Meeting No.: 59 
 
Project:  1700 - 1900 Blocks East Eager Street Housing    Phase: Continued Schematic 
 
Location: EBDI PUD 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Faith Nevins of Marks Thomas presented revisions to the previous scheme, including 
material samples.  Jason Wampler of Phoenix Engineering explained the design and 
plantings for the complex and pocket park in the 1900 block. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel appreciated the response to previous comments and presentation of drawings at 
various scales and context photos.  Members expressed the following concerns: 
 

1. Flatness of Facades – The panel felt the facades are still too disjointed and 
wallpaper-like.  There are still too few recessed planes and one member 
recommended entrances doors be recessed.  Another recommended the taller 
brick bay with entrance could also be recessed or pushed forward more.  Yet 
another felt the 22 foot wide unit was too austere and flat and needed more depth 
and relief. 

2. Window Type and Placement – Several panelists expressed concern over the 
flatness of the casement windows and their relationship to the bay windows above 
them.  Perhaps the windows could be recessed more or incorporate a darker frame 
to suggest a recess.  The casements at the base should align and relate more 
directly to the windows in the bays above them. 

3.  Rethink the “park” – Panelists felt the formal treatment of the park was 
unnecessary, given its connection to an alley.  There may be too much pavement 
given the park’s size – more landscape should be introduced. Perhaps private 
yards should be considered. Native plant species should be explored as part of the 
evergreen mix. 

4. Consider More Color Contrast – Panelists liked the variegated materials and felt 
the “Cameo” brick had more sparkle than the “Queen Anne” (darker red) brick.  
The brick should be extended above the bay across the top of the 1800 block.  As 
presented, the colors of the hardi-board at the top and darker brick are too similar; 
more contrast is desired.  

 
 



 

 

PANEL ACTION: 
 
Schematic Approved. 
 
 
Attending: 
Tom Peplinski, Tracy Barnhill – A&R Development 
Faith Nevins, Michael Crowley – Marks Thomas Architects 
John Lecker, Scott Levitan, Cheo Hurley – Forest City   
Kevin Walker, Jason Wampler – Phoenix Engineering  
Shubroto Bose, Paul Dombrowski – BDC 
 
Ms. Dietsch; Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack, Britt and Cameron – Panel 
Doug McCoach, Natasha Poole, Seema Iyer, Bob Quilter - Planning 
 
 
 


