
 

 

                    BALTIMORE CITY DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING 
 
               URBAN DESIGN AND ARCHITECTURE REVIEW PANEL 
 
                                               MEETING MINUTES  
 
Date:     April 12, 2007                                                                   Meeting No.: 57 
 
Project:  1700 - 1900 Blocks East Eager Street Housing        Phase: Schematic 
 
Location: EBDI PUD 
 
PRESENTATION: 
 
Faith Nevins of Marks Thomas presented designs for new 18 and 22 foot wide 
townhouses and 24 foot wide duplexes on these blocks on the north side of East Eager 
Street. 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PANEL: 
 
The Panel felt the proposed blocks were on the right track, but further development was 
needed to avoid flatness and “thinness” of the elevations.  The following comments were 
offered: 
 

1. Townhouse vs. apartment block – Some concern was expressed over the block 
being too monumental and not reflective of the individual character of 
Baltimore’s townhouse tradition. Cornices, bays, rhythm of high-low could be 
further studied to express more individuality. 

2. Need for more relief and depth in elevations – Consider more detail in cornices, 
windows (particularly the large bay windows), and base.  Also consider setting 
back the top story of the 24’ wide end units to create a shallow terrace in front of 
the bedrooms.  Consider a better relationship between smaller and larger 
windows. 

3. Syncopated rhythm of doors and steps could be stronger – present larger scale 
drawings at the next meeting to clarify the relationship of doors and steps to 
street. 

4. Greater separation between private and public realms – consider raising up the 
first level from the sidewalk to a greater extent.  Some panelists felt the first floor 
was too exposed and the second floor too removed.  The base of the building next 
to the sidewalk needs work. 

5. 1900 block – Several panelists commented that the taller units appear to be 
“squeezing” the lower 22’ wide units.  A better relationship between higher and 
lower units needs to be developed. 

6. The gap between the blocks in the 1900 block needs further study – side entrances 
could be considered, for example. 

7. Green Building systems – are there any? 



 

 

8. More photos of context – present at next meeting for better understanding of the 
relationship between new and existing. 

9. Larger scaled drawings of the elevations are needed to show the relationship of 
their parts. 

  
PANEL ACTION: 
 
Schematic Approval withheld. 
 
 
Attending: 
Tom Peplinski, Tracy Barnhill – A&R Development 
Faith Nevins, Michael Crowley – Marks Thomas Architects 
John Lecker – Forest City   
Kevin Walker – Phoenix Engineering  
Jay Brodie, Shubroto Bose, Paul Dombrowski – BDC 
 
Ms. Dietsch; Messrs. Bowden, Ramberg, Schack, Britt and Cameron – Panel 
Doug McCoach, Natasha Poole, Bob Quilter - Planning 
 
 
 


